CASE STUDY

Ol Pejeta Conservancy

Project Summary
In 2016 the British Airways Carbon Fund
helped fund the replacement of a diesel
powered water pump with a solar PV
powered pump at the Ol Pejeta
Conservancy in Kenya. The solar PV also
powers the latest TV Whitespace
Technology, allowing broadband to be
transmitted for up to 15km from the pump.
The broadband is available for use by the
local community and schools, aiding the
pupil’s education. The solar PV also enables
data on the pump and solar PV to be
transmitted via GPRS, allowing issues to be
identified and managed quickly.

Key Project Information

Technology
15kWp Solar PV

Funding Stream
British Airways Carbon Fund

Social Impact
The conservancy will be able to
save money and manage their
water resources for the first time
in a drought prone area. Local
schools and communities are also
able to benefit from the Wi-Fi
powered by the solar PV.

Ol Pejeta Conservancy
Kenya

Project & Support Details
Project type:
International Community Energy
Installation Cost:
£40,310
Grant Amount:
£30,000
No. of people impacted:
19,000

Project Details
Ol Pejeta is a 90,000-acre not-for-profit wildlife
conservancy in Kenya. It is the largest black rhino
sanctuary in east Africa and home to the last three
remaining northern white rhinos. In 2016 the
British Airways Carbon Fund helped fund the
replacement of a diesel powered water pump with
a solar PV powered pump at the conservancy.
The solar PV is also powering the latest TV
Whitespace Technology, which allows broadband
to be transmitted for up to 15km from the pump
and is available for use by the local community and
schools. The solar PV also enables data on the
pump and solar PV to be transmitted via GPRS,
allowing issues to be identified and managed
quickly. The conservancy is located in a drought
prone area and the project will enable them to
monitor and manage their water usage for the first
time.

“The project will be of tremendous value to
the conservancy, enabling us to increase our
sustainability and continue as a role model
for conservation” Richard Vigne, CEO of Ol
Pejeta Conservancy

This project is a pilot of a programme that would
see around 30 conservancies in the Laikipia Region
switch to solar PV powered water pumps. The
savings will help them to lower their environmental
footprint, improve on water management in a
water stressed area, and create long term and
sustainable savings that will help them to channel
critical funding towards programmes that support
endangered species protection such as the
Northern White Rhino.
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